Use the letter to the editor below for submission to your local newspaper. Add your name as the author and send it to your local newspaper. You’ll be helping residents of your community learn what they can do to make their home safer from fire.
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To the Editor:

When most of us think of home fire safety, smoke alarms or fire drills likely come to mind. But what about home fire sprinklers? Many (YOUR TOWN/CITY) residents may not even realize that all national model safety codes include fire sprinklers as a minimum safety requirement for new home construction. Perhaps others think they’re too difficult or expensive to install. Although our community does not require sprinklers, they are available as an option
In truth, home fire sprinklers represent the next generation of home fire safety. Federal agencies and national safety organizations, such as the nonprofit National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), recommend sprinklers as the most effective means to substantially reduce the home fire death problem. 
Home fire sprinkler systems help the entire community and protect the homes where they are installed for generations to come. Sprinklers can control and may even extinguish a fire in less time than it would take the fire department to arrive on the scene. If you have a fire in your home, the risk of dying is decreased by about 80 percent with automatic sprinkler systems. Fire sprinklers use significantly less water than the fire department to extinguish a fire. Fire hoses, on average, use 10 times more water than fire sprinklers to extinguish a fire. According to a 15-year study on fire sprinkler effectiveness, a fire sprinkler uses, on average, 341 gallons of water to control a fire; whereas firefighters, on average, use 2,935 gallons of water. Fire in homes protected with fire sprinklers release up to 98% less carbon emissions.
A study by the Fire Protection Research Foundation found that the cost of installing home fire sprinklers averages $1.35 per sprinklered square foot. Many insurance companies provide financial incentives to encourage their installation, with discounts off homeowner policy premiums.
A growing number of municipalities across the country now have ordinances requiring sprinklers for all new home construction. It is my sincere hope that (YOUR TOWN/CITY) residents learn more about home fire sprinklers for their homes and families, and support (YOUR FIRE DEPARTMENT’S) current efforts to require sprinklers locally. In addition, anyone building a new home or considering a major renovation to an existing home is strongly encouraged to consider fire sprinkler installation, and may contact (YOUR FIRE DEPARTMENT) for questions, support and guidance. More information about residential fire sprinklers and their potentially life-saving value is available on NFPA’s Web site at www.firesprinklerinitiative.org or through the Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition at www.homefiresprinkler.org .
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