Use the op/ed below for submission to your local newspaper. Contact your newspaper’s editor to find out how much advance notice you’ll need to give. Add your name as the author and send it to your local newspaper. You’ll be helping residents of your community learn what they can do to make their home safer from fire.

Sprinklers are effective
Decades ago, using a car safety belt was a personal option few of us exercised; young children rode in cars without child safety seats, boosters, or without even being buckled.  Today, the life-saving value of such safety measures is well understood. As a result of national laws requiring safety belts and child safety seats, the public’s safety on the road has increased measurably.

There is still much more we can do to protect the public from the ravages of home fires. The majority of U.S. fire deaths (roughly 85%) continue to occur in the home. Over 350,000 home fires occur every year in this country and more than 2,500 people a year die in these home fires. 

While smoke alarms give people the proper warning time to escape safely, they cannot stop a fire or protect the property it destroys. Home fire sprinklers - widely seen as the next generation of home fire protection - save lives and protect property. According to the nonprofit National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), if you have a fire in your home, the risk of dying is cut by 50 percent when working smoke alarms are present, while automatic fire sprinkler systems reduces this by about 80 percent. 
From federal agencies to national safety organizations, such as NFPA, sprinklers are recommended as the most effective means to substantially reduce the home fire problem.  Home fire sprinklers can control and may even extinguish a fire in less time than it would take the fire department to arrive on the scene. Ninety percent of fires are contained by the operation of just one sprinkler. Using only a small fraction of the water used by fire department hoses, and by limiting the pollutants generated by a fire, they also better serve the environment.

While there are many municipalities across the country already requiring fire sprinklers for all new home construction, (YOUR TOWN/CITY) is not one of them. In order to better protect ourselves, our families, and our community, (YOUR TOWN/CITY) needs to adopt codes requiring fire sprinklers in all new home construction. I ask all residents to support (YOUR FIRE DEPARTMENT’S) current efforts to pass an ordinance to do just that, and strongly encourage (YOUR TOWN/CITY) residents currently building a new home or considering a major renovation of  their existing one to consider installing fire sprinklers. 
Yes, home fires are preventable, but when they do happen, the damage they incur is often devastating and costly. Home fire sprinklers can significantly reduce the tragic losses. One day in the not too distant future, I sincerely hope that (YOUR TOWN/CITY), along with all communities throughout the country, realize  the tremendous, potentially life-saving value of home fire sprinklers, and that not having one in any home will be considered as reckless as driving without a car safety belt. 
(YOUR NAME/TITLE)

(YOUR FIRE DEPARTMENT)
