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Electricity helps make our lives easier but there are times when we can take its
power and its potential for fire-related hazards for granted. 
NFPA actively supports National Electrical Safety Month, an annual campaign in May sponsored by the Electrical Safety
Foundation International (ESFI), which works to raise awareness of potential home electrical hazards, the importance of
electrical fire safety, and the safety of electrical workers.

To help reduce your risk, NFPA and ESFI recommend that you have all electrical work done by a qualified electrician,
including electrical inspections, when buying or remodeling a home. The following are additional tips residents can follow to
help keep their homes safe from electrical fires:

Check electrical cords to make sure they are not running across doorways or under carpets where they are can get
damaged.

Have a qualified electrician add more receptacle outlets in your home to reduce the use of extension cords.

Use light bulbs that match the recommended wattage on the lamp or fixture. Check the sticker on the lamp to determine
the maximum wattage light bulb to use.

Safety tip sheets

Electrical safety tips

PUBLIC EDUCATION

Electrical

More NFPA.org

https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Top-fire-causes
http://www.esfi.org/program/national-electrical-safety-month-314
http://www.nfpa.org/70E
http://www.nfpa.org//-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Safety-tip-sheets/Electrical_Safety_Tips.pdf
https://www.nfpa.org/
https://www.nfpa.org/


8/19/2019 NFPA - Electrical

https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Top-fire-causes/Electrical 2/5

Electricity makes our lives easier. However, we need to be cautious and keep safety in mind. Get
tips that help reduce the potential for electrical damage and injury.

Download the tip sheet.

Outdoor electrical safety
Lighting to improve the look and safety of our homes, electric tools to make our outdoor work
easier, and power lines to our home, all need to be handled with care.

Download the safety tip sheet.

Toolkit & checklist

Toolkit for contractors
Download this toolkit and share it with homeowners when doing a job in a client's home.
Includes safety tip sheets and an electrical checklist.

Download the toolkit.

Electrical safety checklist
Check out our list of action steps to help reduce the risk of shock and electrocution.

Download the checklist.

Sample social media posts

http://www.nfpa.org//-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Safety-tip-sheets/Electrical_Safety_Tips.pdf
http://www.nfpa.org//-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Safety-tip-sheets/OutdoorElectricalSafety.pdf
http://www.nfpa.org//-/media/Files/Public-Education/By-topic/Electrical/ElectricaToolkitForContractors.pdf
http://www.nfpa.org//-/media/Files/Public-Education/Resources/Community-tool-kits/electric-kit/Electrical_Safety_Checklist.pdf
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Electrical circuit-interrupters  Protective devices capable of responding to overloads and short circuits.

Use these sample electrical safety posts on Facebook or Twitter.

Our favorite cartoon, Dan Doofus learns the hard way all about electrical safety, so you don’t have to: https://youtu.be/l-
wXyw0tvSA

The leading areas of origin for electrical distribution and lighting fires are the bedroom (17%), attic (12%), and wall
assembly (9%) http://ow.ly/ZOdOf

See all posts.

Electrical fire facts
In 2012-2016, electrical distribution or lighting equipment was involved in 35,100 reported home structure fire, on
average, per year.

These fires involved equipment such as wiring, lighting, cords and plugs.

Electrical distribution or lighting equipment ranked first in direct property damage, and third among the major fire causes
in the number of home fires, and tied for third in home fire deaths and home fire injuries. 

Source: NFPA's "U.S. Home Structure Fires," report.

NFPA helps Dan Doofus get grounded in the basics of electrical safety.

Electrical safety messages in American Sign Language
Get an overview of the care that needs to be taken when using electricity, the proper way to plug in appliances, and what to
do if fuses blows or circuit breakers trip.

In this presentation, an overview is given on the care that needs to be taken when using electricity, the proper way to plug in
appliances, and what to do if fuses blows or circuit breakers trip.

*The NEC is the National Electrical Code. The NEC’s mission is to provide practical safeguards from the hazards that arise
from using electricity. It is the most widely adopted safety code in the United States and the world, and it serves as the
benchmark for safe electrical installations. 
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Tamper-resistant electrical receptacles  The National Electrical Code® requires new and renovated dwellings to have
tamper-resistant (TR) receptacles.
LED lighting  LEDs or light-emitting diodes are semiconductor devices that produce visible light when an electrical current
passes through them.
Electrical social media posts  Use these sample social media posts to spread the word about electrical fire safety.
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