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WHAT’S	
  IN	
  THE	
  PROGRAM:	
  

•  37	
  Literature	
  DVTs;	
  each	
  designed	
  to	
  address	
  a	
  specific	
  CCSS-­‐LA	
  Literature	
  standards.	
  

•  The	
  digital	
  files	
  of	
  DVTs	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  form	
  of	
  both	
  Power	
  Point	
  (.pptx)	
  files	
  and	
  
Adobe	
  PDF	
  files	
  with	
  embedded	
  interacVve	
  textboxes	
  	
  (ideal	
  for	
  use	
  with	
  
tablets).	
  

•  Samples	
  of	
  how	
  teachers	
  have	
  used	
  each	
  of	
  the	
  Literature	
  DVTs	
  

•  Step-­‐by-­‐step	
  guidelines	
  for	
  implemenVng	
  an	
  array	
  of	
  specific	
  teacher-­‐assisted	
  and	
  peer-­‐
assisted	
  stratagems	
  designed	
  for	
  use	
  Before	
  /	
  During	
  /	
  A4er	
  a	
  lesson.	
  

	
  

A	
  free	
  demonstraVon	
  version	
  of	
  this	
  program	
  may	
  be	
  downloaded	
  from	
  
www.MakesSenseStrategies.com.	
  
	
  	
  

The	
  fully-­‐funcVonal	
  version	
  of	
  the	
  program	
  is	
  available	
  for	
  purchase	
  and	
  immediate	
  download	
  
at	
  www.MakesSenseStrategies.com.	
  (single-­‐user	
  license).	
  Purchase	
  orders	
  accepted.	
  
	
  

For	
  informaVon	
  about	
  mulV-­‐user	
  licenses	
  or	
  bulk	
  purchases	
  of	
  the	
  program,	
  please	
  contact	
  us	
  
at	
  VisualTools@MakesSenseStrategies.com	
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Grade 6-8 Common Core 
Standards: English Language Arts 
Standards » Reading Literature  
and Writing  

DESCRIPTION	
  
The	
  6-­‐8	
  Differen9ated	
  Visual	
  Tools	
  for	
  LITERATURE	
  Reading	
  and	
  Wri9ng	
  Core	
  Standards	
  consist	
  of	
  a	
  collecVon	
  of	
  interacVve	
  discipline-­‐specific	
  
visual	
  tools,	
  each	
  individually	
  designed	
  to	
  address	
  key	
  essenVal	
  understandings	
  associated	
  with	
  the	
  following	
  topics:	
  

	
  	
  
Plot	
  analysis 	
  Message	
  /	
  Theme	
  Analysis 	
  Character	
  Analysis 	
  Se[ng	
  Analysis	
  

	
  	
  

In	
  addiVon,	
  each	
  DVT	
  is	
  designed	
  to	
  address	
  a	
  specific	
  Common	
  Core	
  Language	
  Arts	
  Standard	
  	
  for	
  reading	
  and	
  wriVng	
  about	
  literature	
  in	
  grades	
  
6-­‐8.	
  These	
  visual	
  tools	
  are	
  parVcularly	
  useful	
  when	
  addressing	
  literacy	
  standards	
  that	
  are	
  especially	
  challenging	
  to	
  teach	
  because	
  the	
  DVTs	
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enable	
  teachers	
  to	
  SEE	
  how	
  the	
  complex	
  standards	
  can	
  be	
  
addressed	
  in	
  relaVvely	
  simple	
  ways.	
  The	
  embedded	
  prompts	
  on	
  
the	
  DVTs	
  cue	
  students	
  to	
  engage	
  in	
  specific	
  thinking	
  processes	
  
designed	
  to	
  facilitate	
  their	
  performance.	
  
	
  	
  
The	
  program	
  includes	
  ready-­‐to-­‐use	
  Microso_	
  Power	
  Point	
  files	
  
as	
  well	
  as	
  InteracVve	
  PDF	
  templates	
  for	
  each	
  DVT,	
  plus	
  samples	
  
of	
  how	
  language	
  arts	
  teachers	
  have	
  used	
  them.	
  These	
  visual	
  
tools	
  are	
  interacVve	
  (i.e.,	
  users	
  can	
  type	
  their	
  own	
  informaVon	
  
onto	
  the	
  visual	
  and	
  save	
  them	
  as	
  documents)	
  digital	
  files,	
  thus	
  
they	
  may	
  be	
  emailed	
  to	
  students	
  or	
  parents	
  and/or	
  saved	
  to	
  
students’	
  electronic	
  poraolios.	
  	
  The	
  interacVve	
  color	
  visual	
  tools	
  
are	
  designed	
  for	
  Smart	
  Boards,	
  Promethium	
  Boards,	
  or	
  LCD	
  
projectors.	
  The	
  interacVve	
  blackline	
  masters	
  are	
  designed	
  for	
  
prinVng	
  hardcopies.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
This	
  so_ware	
  toolkit	
  is	
  also	
  appropriate	
  for	
  use	
  with	
  struggling	
  
high	
  school	
  	
  learners	
  whose	
  developmental	
  funcVoning	
  is	
  more	
  
equivalent	
  to	
  6-­‐8	
  grade	
  levels,	
  thus	
  they	
  are	
  ideal	
  for	
  
differenVaVng	
  instrucVon	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  developmental	
  needs	
  of	
  
high	
  and	
  typical	
  	
  achieving	
  students	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  
struggling	
  learners.	
  
	
  
The	
  licensed	
  user	
  (teacher)	
  may	
  make	
  and	
  distribute	
  copies	
  of	
  
the	
  Literature	
  DVTs	
  to	
  students	
  for	
  whom	
  s/he	
  is	
  responsible	
  for	
  
teaching,	
  but	
  the	
  DVTs	
  may	
  not	
  be	
  shared	
  with	
  non-­‐licensed	
  
teachers	
  or	
  students	
  not	
  on	
  the	
  licensed	
  teacher’s	
  role.	
  The	
  
so_ware	
  may	
  be	
  loaded	
  on	
  the	
  licensed-­‐teacher’s	
  classroom	
  
computers	
  (with	
  the	
  excepVon	
  of	
  computer	
  labs)	
  and	
  on	
  the	
  
teacher’s	
  personal	
  computer.	
  
	
  	
  
	
  
	
  	
  	
  

for LITERATURE 

Sample	
  menu	
  page	
  	
  

	
  	
  	
  

	
  
	
  	
  	
  



Theme	
  Analysis	
  DVT	
  PPt	
  slide	
  	
   Sample	
  of	
  how	
  the	
  DVT	
  was	
  used	
  	
  

Sample	
  of	
  how	
  the	
  DVT	
  	
  was	
  used	
  Character	
  Inferences	
  InteracVve	
  PDF	
  	
  

Illustra9ons	
  of	
  how	
  DVTs	
  are	
  designed	
  to	
  address	
  specific	
  Core	
  Standards	
  
CCSS.ELA-­‐Literacy.RL.6.1	
  Cite	
  textual	
  evidence	
  to	
  support	
  analysis	
  of	
  what	
  the	
  text	
  says	
  explicitly	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  inferences	
  drawn	
  from	
  the	
  text.	
  

CCSS.ELA-­‐Literacy.RL.8.2	
  Determine	
  a	
  theme	
  or	
  central	
  idea	
  of	
  a	
  text	
  and	
  analyze	
  its	
  development	
  over	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  the	
  text,	
  
including	
  its	
  rela9onship	
  to	
  the	
  characters,	
  seTng,	
  and	
  plot;	
  provide	
  an	
  objec9ve	
  summary	
  of	
  the	
  text.	
  



Illustra9ons	
  of	
  how	
  DVTs	
  are	
  designed	
  to	
  address	
  specific	
  Core	
  Standards	
  
CCSS.ELA-­‐Literacy.W.7.9a	
  Apply	
  grade	
  7	
  Reading	
  standards	
  to	
  literature	
  (e.g.,	
  “Compare	
  and	
  contrast	
  a	
  fic9onal	
  portrayal	
  of	
  a	
  9me,	
  place,	
  or	
  

character	
  and	
  a	
  historical	
  account	
  of	
  the	
  same	
  period	
  as	
  a	
  means	
  of	
  understanding	
  how	
  authors	
  of	
  fic9on	
  use	
  or	
  alter	
  history”).	
  
.	
  

CCSS.ELA-­‐LITERACY.RL.8.6	
  Analyze	
  how	
  differences	
  in	
  the	
  points	
  of	
  view	
  of	
  the	
  characters	
  and	
  the	
  audience	
  or	
  reader	
  (e.g.,	
  created	
  through	
  
the	
  use	
  of	
  drama9c	
  irony)	
  create	
  such	
  effects	
  as	
  suspense	
  or	
  humor.	
  


